Immobilization of goitred gazelles (Gazella subgutterosa) and Arabian mountain gazelles (Gazella gazella) with xylazine-ketamine.
Xylazine combined with ketamine successfully immobilized free-ranging and captive goitred gazelles (Gazella subgutterosa) and Arabian mountain gazelles (Gazella gazella). One hundred thirty immobilizations were performed on 58 individuals. When administered i.m. via dart to free-ranging gazelles, xylazine (125 mg/ml) combined with ketamine (100 mg/ml) produced smooth induction and recovery. Mountain gazelles required higher dosages (11.7-15.2 mg/kg xylazine and 9.3-12.2 mg/kg ketamine) than goitred gazelles (6.8-7.4 mg/kg xylazine and 5.4-5.9 mg/kg ketamine). For manually restrained captive gazelles of both species, i.v. xylazine (11 mg/ml) combined with i.v. ketamine (44 mg/ml) immobilized the gazelles at considerably lower doses (0.4-1.0 mg/kg xylazine and 1.4-3.9 mg/kg ketamine). These anesthetic combinations are useful alternatives to ultrapotent narcotics in these gazelle species.